[Renal transplantation in the elderly: characteristics of donor and recipient].
Aging is a natural process that occurs in all tissues and organs resulting in a decreasing functional capacity. Aging of the population results in an increased number of elderly patients who require replacement of renal function. Renal transplantation is the method of choice for this group of patients if they have no contraindications for immunosuppressive therapy. The lack of donors is the main obstacle for renal transplantation. However, the use of organs from elderly donors for transplantation in elderly recipients is an appropriate method of renal replacement therapy in this group of patients.